[Aspirin esterase: biochemical and clinical aspects of aspirin catabolism].
Aspirin, one of the most commonly used drugs, when entering human body is partially subjected to autolytic degradation to salicylic acid. However, hydrolytic degradation through enzymatic reaction, involving aspirin esterase is much more effective. It is obvious, that native drug, aspirin (acetylsalicylic acid) differs in respect of pharmacological properties from its catabolite, salicylic acid, a molecule without functionally important acetyl residue. Therapeutic implications of this simple esterolytic reaction are not yet fully understood. The paper presents current data on the biochemistry of aspirin esterase and clinical aspects of its activity.